HS 


NJIDOT completes the Route 18 
project in New Brunswick 


Route 18, New Brunswick 


On August 19, Governor Jon S. Corzine and Commissioner Stephen Dilts 
joined other dignitaries and officials to mark the completion of the Route 18 
project. The $200 million project created over 600 jobs and is estimated to 
generate $90 million in income for New Jersey workers. 

The improvements will reduce traffic congestion and increase mobility 
throughout the New Brunswick region, reducing travel time from about 30 
minutes to about 10 minutes from I-287 to Route 1. 

NJDOT built new roadways to separate Route 18 local traffic from express 
traffic by building new bridges at George Street, Commercial Avenue, New 
Street and Albany Street to allow access to and from New Brunswick. The new 
roadways now feature wide multi-use paths to connect the city, its institutions, 
and residential and recreational areas. 

Protected pedestrian crossings have also been provided with traffic 
signals at Paulus Boulevard, George Street, and Commercial Avenue. NJDOT 
also constructed pedestrian bridges at Carpenter Road and Richmond Street. 
A ramped promenade from the new bridge at Commercial Avenue provides a 
scenic view of the Raritan River and an entranceway for pedestrians into Boyd 
Park. Improvements also include a new amphitheater adjacent to the park 
pavilion. 

“NJDOT reconstructed Route 18 in a manner that minimally impacted 
the New Brunswick community and Route 18 motorists, taking into account 
residents’ concerns, Rutgers University scheduling, and the needs of the 
health care and corporate communities,” said Commissioner Dilts. 


— rth i 
Left to right: Project Manager John McCleerey, Project Engineer JoAnne Schutz and 
Resident Engineer Anthony Bene. 


NJDOT says farewell to 
Assistant Commissioner Jeff Callahan 


Many of Jeff’s accomplishments over the years 
were highlighted by the evening’s speakers, Present 
Commissioner Steve Dilts, former NJDOT Commissioner 
Jack Lettiere, and Jeff’s successor as Assistant 
Commissioner of Operations, Bill Carter. Jeff was also 
presented with commendation letters from the Governor 
and Commissioner. A few humorous parting gifts were 
presented. 

“Jeff began his career at the NJDOT in November 
1972,” said Commissioner Stephen Dilts. “He excelled 
throughout the years with tremendous leadership that 
serves as an example to many of our employees today. 
He will always be remembered for his passion for 
people.” 

The most memorable part of the night came when 
Jeff’s son Adam spoke fondly about his father. You could 
tell there is a very strong bond between father and son, 
one that any father would be proud to have achieved. 

Throughout the evening, a slide show, showing Jeff 
with many of his NJDOT family and friends put together 
by Jim Farrell ran continuously. There was a large 
signature board for everyone to leave farewell remarks. 

The evening was planned by Pat Bowker, Carol 

On Thursday night, August 21, 170 people gathered at Gaunt and Donna Wagner, all of whom were part 
the Hilton Garden Inn on Route 130 in Hamilton Township _ of Jeff’s staff, while Rich Shaw served as Master of 


Left to right: Carol Gaunt, Jeff Callahan, Charlotte Collins-Bowlby 
and Donna Wagner. Not pictured is Shannon Nemy from CPM 
who arranged Jeff’s farewell in the Multipurpose Room. 


to say farewell to Jeff Callahan, Assistant Commissioner Ceremonies. 
for Operations who has retired after 37 years of service to The following week, there was another farewell 
NJDOT. celebration held in the multi-purpose room for Jeff for 

In attendance were many of Jeff’s NJDOT colleagues, those who could not attend his retirement dinner. The 
past and present, plus approximately 40 of his relatives and Employee Memorial Committee presented Jeff with a 
close friends. miniature memorial and Bob Long gave Jeff a caricature. 


cece. Viens Tiras Perer 
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NJDOT’s holds Annual Remembrance Ceremony 


On Friday, September 11, NJDOT held its Annual 
Remembrance Ceremony to pay tribute to our former 
colleagues who gave their lives in service to New Jersey’s 
citizens, to the victims of the 9/11/01 tragedy and to our 
military and emergency responders. This marked the 
9! anniversary of the dedication of NJDOT’s Employee 
Memorial and the 8" anniversary of the terrorist attack on 
America. 

The Annual Remembrance Ceremony, sponsored 
by the Employee Memorial Committee, was held in the 
MOB Multi-purpose room due to inclement weather. 

Jeff DeGroff from the Bureau of Traffic Signal and Safety 
piped in the procession into the capacity filled room. 

Retired NJDOT employee, John Spedding emceed 
the event for the Employee Memorial Committee. The 
posting of colors was led by Senior Master Sergeant Paul 
Kasica from Roadway Design and included Lieutenant 
Colonel Ron Harbist from Multi-Modal Services, 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Johnson from Design Services, 
Chief Warrant Officer Gary Brennfleck from Multi- 
Modal Services, Master Sergeant Timothy Arroyo from 
Region North Maintenance, Fire Chief Lou Crammer 
from Operations Support, Fire Captain Charles Craddock 
from Outdoor Advertising, 1* Lieutenant Shawn Turner 
from Traffic Operations, Firefighter Dante Scoleri from 
Traffic Operations, Firefighter 
Rich Hopkins from Multi Modal 
Services, and Search and Rescue 
team Linda Cardell and Kobie 
from Traffic Operations. 

The invocation was offered 
by NJDOT retiree Reverend 
Tom Johnson, followed by 
introductory remarks from 
NJDOT Commissioner Stephen 
Dilts who also introduced the 
keynote speaker, Retired Colonel 
Mark E. Clemmensen, Mayor of 
Sea Girt. 

“In the aftermath of 9/11, 
we saw the greatness of our 
fellow New Jerseyans and my friends from Sea Girt, 
especially Freddie Marone, Police Superintendent for 
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey who 
was killed in the World Trade Center along with 73 other 
PANYNJ employees, and Sergeant Frank Carvel of the 
New Jersey National Guard who was killed in Iraq,” said 
Clemmensen. “And lastly, my son Andrew, of who Iam 
so very proud and continues to serve in the military today. 
These are my heroes.” The Colonel’s remarks struck a 
chord with all NJDOT employees as we reflected and 
remembered on our own family members, friends and 
colleagues who died on 9/11 or who lost their lives in 
service to our Country. 


Colonel (Ret.) 
Mark E. Clemmensen 


Chief Warrant Officer Gary Brennfleck recited the 
names of NJDOT employees who are currently active 
or serving in the Armed Forces including: Lieutenant 
Colonel Will Day from the Bureau of Data Development, 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Johnson, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ron Harbist, Senior Master 
Sergeant Paul Kasica, 

Sergeant Robert McNeil from 
Procurement, Staff Sergeant 
Sebastian Deangelo from the 
Tort Litigation Unit, Sergeant 
First Class Jose Garcia from 
Traffic Operations, First 
Sergeant Ed Szotak from South 
Region Electrical, First Sergeant 
Joe DiCola from South Region 
Electrical, Senior Master 
Sergeant David Reimer from 
Region South Local Aid, Master 
Sergeant Timothy Arroyo, 
Sergeant John Hults from Regional North Mechanical, 
Staff Sergeant Joseph Tress from Region South Design 
Survey, Trevor Halloran from Central Region Electrical, 
Rodney Robinson from Region South Construction, 
Staff Sergeant Angelo Sucameli from Region Central 
Maintenance Crew 322, Gary Gainey from Region 
Central Maintenance Crew 324 and Corporal Devon 
Mockus from Region Central Maintenance Crew 318. 

Assistant Commissioner Candie Brown took a 
moment to reflect on the NJDOT employees that passed 
away since last year’s ceremony, namely Raymond 
Phillipp from Region South Electrical and Laura 
Hamorski from Region North Maintenance Crew 216. 

Assistant Commissioner William Carter carried 
on the tradition of his predecessors and named those 
NJDOT employees who gave their lives in service to the 
State of New Jersey and to NJDOT who are listed on the 
Employee Memorial wall. Along with Commissioner 
Steve Dilts, Bill recognized Millie Vega, mother of former 
employee Eduardo Jimenez who died tragically on June 
19, 2007 

The Commissioner also thanked NJDOT’s Safety 
Bureau for the outstanding job they have done over 
the years to help reduce the number of lost work days. 
He recognized the following Safety Team members 
for their achievements: Director Greg Vida, Angelo 
Armano, Aisha Burgos, Bob Cassiello, Jim Cosgrove, 
Bob Dombrosky, Cindy Januska, Ed Kaus, Angelo 
Nucci, Tony Pellegrino, Juda Rivera, Ray Sellger, Dan 
Voltaggio and Rob Zydorski. 

Deacon Keith Daniels from Procurement closed 
the ceremony with a prayer, followed by a beautiful 
rendition of the National Anthem sung by Mary Anne 
Janes from the Bureau of Access Design. 


Reverend 
Thomas Johnson 


NJIDOT announces a 
Route 1 resurfacing 
project in Mercer County 


On August 6, Commissioner Stephen Dilts joined Congressman Rush 
Holt, Mercer County Executive Brian Hughes, Assemblywoman Linda 
Greenstein, Lawrence Mayor Pam Mount and West Windsor Mayor Shing-Fu 
Hsueh to announce that NJDOT will resurface two miles of Route 1 in 
Lawrence and West Windsor, Mercer County. 

NJDOT will resurface Route 1 in both directions from milepost 6.48 to 
milepost 8.48 in the vicinity of the D&R Canal. The project was designed by 
NJDOT and is scheduled for completion in December 2009. 


NJDOT takes part in the September 
Projects “Many Places — One Planet” 


NJDOT is taking part in the September Project, an 
international library event in association with September 
11" festivities, that partners NJDOT with over 600 
libraries in over 30 countries in providing a place for 
public discussions about issues related to citizenship and 
democracy. 

Titled “Many Places — One Planet”, NJDOT staff 
has prepared a World Map to celebrate our diversity as 
people from many places, and our solidarity as people of 
One Planet. Employees are asked to place a pin in your 
country, state, and city of origin on the map located in 
the lobby outside the Multipurpose Room. 


Quintin Viernes, Senior Engineer, Construction Services, pushes 
a pin into Manila Philippines. 


Employees have their day in the sun 


On Monday, September 14, The Employee to our barbecue grill raffle winner, Mary Kojsza from the 
Memorial Committee (EMC) hosted its Employee Division of Right-of-Way. The EMC would like to thank all 
Appreciation picnic for all NIDOT employees. Great those who volunteered their time and a special thanks to 


food and camaraderie was had by all. Congratulations EMC Chair John Festa and the facilities staff. 


